
SLO County Governmental Bodies;

Board of Supervisors, Planning Department & Environmental Coordinator, 

Health Agency & Environmental Health Division, 

Health Commission, Agricultural Commissioner, Agriculture Liaison Advisory 

Board, Water Resources Advisory Committee, Planning Commission.

re:  Draft Sewage Sludge Land Application Ordinance - CEQA/EIR Review 

Initiated 11-2-15

Wrong Ordinance – Noncompliant with Board of Supervisors Directions

Cease CEQA-EIR Process / Submit Correct Ordinance for Review

On 11-2-15, the Planning Department issued an NOP regarding the preparation 

of an EIR on a draft permanent ordinance regulating/permitting 

sewage sludge land application on agricultural lands used for growing human 

food, animal feed and grazing livestock.  On 11-3-15, the 

Central Services Department - Purchasing Division issued an RFP for 

consultants to submit bids for conducting the EIR with a deadline of 12-4-15.

The Planning Department has opened a CEQA Public Scoping Period for 

submission of recommendations regarding issues to be analyzed in the EIR, 

which will close on 12-18-15.

This draft ordinance fails to conform with eight of the BofS directions to staff 

regarding constructing an ordinance permissive of sewage sludge land 

application.  

These failures pertain to the central purpose of creating such an ordinance, not 

to peripheral or incidental matters.  See the attached letter.

Years of work by two large, multidisciplinary task forces went into formulating 

recommendations for drafting an SLO County ordinance regulating 

sewage sludge land application.  The BofS endorsed those recommendations 

and directed County staff to implement them.

The attached letter demonstrates in detail how this draft ordinance conflicts 

with BofS directions.  The eight failures to comply which disqualify this draft 



ordinance 

for CEQA/EIR consideration are listed on the first page, followed by 

recommendations for rectification (ceasing the CEQA/EIR process, etc.) and 

some background 

information.  The rest of the 19-page letter contains detailed analyses of each of 

the eight non-compliant elements of the proposed draft ordinance, and the 

significance of each.

Please take the time to read the attached letter, and to consider taking the 

actions recommended.  This is a matter that could entail long-term effects on 

SLO County's agricultural viability, environmental integrity and public health.

David Broadwater

Center for Sludge Information
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[attachment "Wrong Ord. - BofS Directs – Stop EIR 12-18-15.pdf" deleted by 

Jeff Hamm/PH/COSLO] 



Hello,

Sewage sludge is highly contaminated and should never be applied or dumped on land that is 

used to grow crops or graze animals. In that scenario, the stuff wouldn’t even be 

monitored to make sure it’s not fouling the water.  

The current CEQA/EIR process for this draft ordinance needs to be stopped so a proper 

ordinance can be drafted that follows the Board of Supervisor’s directions to analyze 

other methods for managing sludge to better protect the local environment and residents. 

Then start the new CEQA/EIR. 

I think sewage sludge should be LANDFILLED, where appropriate filtration will keep 

hazardous chemicals, pharmaceuticals and heavy metals out of waterways and away from 

our food. In a landfill, sludge becomes a resource instead of a waste product, and can be 

sensibly managed to produce fuel, electricity and even construction materials. 

In any case, this question needs current analysis.

Thanks for your consideration,

Terre Dunivant

San Luis Obispo

---- |||| ---- |||| ---- |||| ---- |||| ---- |||| ---

Terre Dunivant

San Luis Obispo, California

----- |||| ---- |||| ---- |||| ---- |||| ---- |||| ---









































SLO Co. BofS,

re:  1-12-16 Agenda Item #15 - Sewage Sludge Management Options

I have read the Staff Report and its three attachments and intend to submit 

comments specific to Agenda Item #15.  But, due to the significance 

of this potentially pivotal occasion, before that, I will submit some preliminary 

documents for inclusion into the record of this proceeding, a number 

of which you've already received (with which I hope you've become familiar).  

Please ensure that the Clerk files and posts them as comments

received regarding the 1-12-16 Agenda Item #15.

I've read nothing in the Staff Report (including attachments) which would 

contradict the conclusion that the CEQA/EIR review of the current 

draft ordinance should be halted for the previously articulated reasons.

I commend you for the attention you're willing to devote to this matter.  There 

are serious consequences of your decisions for our County's 

agricultural economy, environmental integrity and public health.

This email contains some background information to provide context and some 

guidance for your deliberations.

David Broadwater

Attachments:

1.  Reminder - Sewage Sludge Contents - What is the material we're 

discussing?  This is a list of the ingredients of sewage sludge known

and suspected by peer-reviewed scientific analysis to cause adverse impacts 

(see the list of references).

2.  BofS Directions on drafting an ordinance permissive of sewage sludge land 

application - an exact compilation of the Sewage Sludge Land 

Application Task Force recommendations adopted by the BofS on 3-12-02, 

composed by CSI.



3.  Sewage Sludge Land Application Task Force "Report & Recommendations 

to SLO Co. Board of Supervisors" adopted as BofS direction 

on 3-12-02 - exact text.























SLO Co. BofS,

re:  1-12-16 Agenda Item #15 - Sewage Sludge Management Options

The purpose of this email is to place my 11-19-15 letter calling for the 

cessation of the CEQA/EIR review of the current draft permanent 

ordinance into the record of the 1-12-16 BofS meeting.  An examination of the 

1-12-16 Staff Report and attachments reveals that this letter

is just as germane and to the point as when it was written and subsequently 

shred with you.

Please ensure that it is entered into the 1-12-16 record as correspondence 

received.

My next, and last, submission will specifically focus on the 1-12-16 Staff 

Report and attachments.  It will refer to this letter and also call for 

stopping the CEQA/EIR review until:  1.  a comprehensive evaluation of all 

feasible methods of sewage sludge management has been completed, & 2.

if the County eventually selects land application as its preferred disposal/use 

method, a draft ordinance is constructed that complies with BofS directions.

David Broadwater












































